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NATIVE GRASSES

WARM SEASON GRASSES

Aplantthat makes most of its growth during the springand summer
floweringin the summer orautumn.

SWITCHGRASS

Switchgrassisawarm season perennial that grows to a height of 2 to
5feet, although bunch like in appearance. Switchgrass has strong
rhizomes that produce a coarse sod, particularly if grazed. It prefers
areawhere moisture is abundantand can stand flooding for short
periods andis used in water ways. This grass exhibits rapid growthin
late springand early summerand is readily grazed by cattle, horsesand
sheep. Itishigh-yielding and produces best if cut early. Newer varieties
of this grass are Nebraska 28, Forestburg and Sunburst.

BIG BLUESTEM

Big Bluestemisawarmseason perennial bunch grass which grows to
aheight of 3to 8 feet. It hasroots that permeate the top 2 feet of soil.
Big Bluestem is adapted to moist, deep, welldrained soils. Itis very
palatable and nutritious. Big Bluestem that is continuously grazed
closerthan 6 to8inches will be replaced by less desirable grasses.
Some of the better varieties are Bonilla, Bison, Pawnee and Roundtree.

LITTLE BLUESTEM

Little Bluestem isa warm season, leafy perennial bunch grass which
growstoaheightof 1to4feet. It canbe grazed and has food forage
value when the leaves are tender and succulent. [t does not cure well
and has only moderate palatability for fall or winter grazing.

SIDE OATS GRAMA

Side Oats Gramais a warm season, erect native perennial grass which
growsintuftsand open bunchestoaheightof 1to2feettall. Itis more
tolerant to drought than Indiangrass or Big Bluegrass. It grows fast
inlate spring and early summer and stays green late into the summer.
Side Oats Grama has good forage value and is grazed mostly in late
summer and fall. Improved varieties are Butte, Tailway and Pierre.

BLUE GRAMA

Blue Gramais short growing native warm season perennial bunch
grass. Itis found mostly in the western Dakotas and Nebraska and
withstands heavy grazing. It has high drought tolerance on all types of
soil. This grass can be grazed in late summer, fall or winter. Blue Grama
isused for lawnsindrier areas in mixtures with Buffalograss.

COOL SEASON GRASSES

Aplantthat makes most of its growth and flowers during spring and
slows growth orbecomes dormant during the hot part of the
summer, and may resume growth in the fall with the advent of cool
temperatures.

INDIANGRASS

Indiangrassisawarm season grass that spreads by seed and short
rhizomes. It grows to a height of 3 to 6 feet and will grow on sandy
soil, howeveritis betteradapted to moist, well drained bottom lands.
Indiangrass exhibits moderate salt tolerance and will withstand
occasional flooding. It makes good quality hay if cut before flower
stalks develop. Improved varieties of Indiangrass are Holt and
Tomahawk.

BUFFALOGRASS

Buffalograssisafine leaved, native, sod forming, warm season
perennialandisvery low growing. It has leaves thatare from 4 to
8inches long. It makes rapid growthin late spring and summer. It
recoversrapidly aftera droughtand can withstand heavy grazing.
Buffalograss does agoodjob of erosion controlandis usedin lawns for
drierareas and forairport runways, picnic areas, etc.

WESTERN WHEATGRASS

Western Wheatgrass is a native, cool season perennial, sod forming
grass which reproduces from underground rhizomes and seeds.
Western Wheatgrass spreads rapidly and forms a dense sod, making it
valuable for erosion control. It produces an abundance of forage early
inthe season thatis nutritious and readily eaten by livestock until late
summer whenitbecomes harsh and fibrous. It makes a good quality hay
if cutduring the late bloom stand and can stand close grazing. Western
Wheatgrass willdo well on a wide range of soils, from sands to clay. It
isvery tolerant to alkali. This grass can be seeded in pure stands but s
usually used in mixtures because it provides ground cover quite slowly.

GARRISON CREEPING FOXTAIL

Garrison Creeping Foxtailis a long lived, coolseason, sod forming
grass. Itis adapted to wet soils, sub-irrigated sites or high mountain
meadows. |t can be used in mixtures onirrigated pastures. This grass
grows fastin hot or cool weather, and forage productionis very high,
palatable, nutritious and relished by all classes of livestock. Garrison
Creeping Foxtailis recommended for use in pasture mixes with other
adaptable grasses.

GREEN NEEDLE GRASS

Green Needle Grassis a coolseason, perennial bunch type grass

that grows from 1-1/2 to 3 feet tall. It is a native grass that grows on
medium to fine textured soil. Green Needle Grass starts growth early
inthe spring, is nutritious and palatable and remains green through the
summer, exceptinverydryyears. Ithas good regrowthin the fallandis
grazed throughout the year. Stand establishment may be slow because
of slow germination, caused in partto a high dormant seed content.

CANADA WILD RYEGRASS

Canada wildrye is ashort-lived, cool-season grass found on sandy
shores and dunes; wooded areas, especially along trails, rivers and
streams; and other disturbed sites throughout much of North America.
Seedlings are vigorous and establish quickly, butare not highly
competitive with other grasses. Growth begins laterin the spring

and lasts longerinto the summerthan growth of smooth brome. Itis
moderately drought tolerantand winter hardy. It has good tolerance to
salinity and tolerates shade very well.





